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BRM P57 - CHASSIS: 5§7/3

Built originally as a new compact car for the first season of 1.5 litre Formula 1
racing in 1961. Due to the late development of the planned P56 V8 engine,
these P57 chassis were to run proprietary Coventry Climax FPF MK Il 1500cc 4-
cyl engines on carburettors, driving through either BRM P27 transaxies left over
from the rear engined 2.5 litre P48 cars of 1960 or bought in Colotti transaxles.

‘573 made its race debut 3/6/61 - Silver City Trophy, Brands Hatch - non
Championship Formula 1 race. Tony Brooks drove with a MK1 FPF engine
BRM ledger serial 3/61 installed and BRM gearbox 27/10. Under race number
42 he qualified 5" on row 2 and finished 3" beaten by the Lotuses of Moss &
Jimmy Clark.

18/6/61 - Belgian GP, Spa Francorchamps - Brooks drove after initial
assignment as T car - Climax FPF MKIl engine ‘3/61" installed, who's Climax
serial number | believe was actually ‘1224' - BRM gearbox serial '27/10' - No 38
- g7 (row 3) - retired 24 laps - misfired throughout, stop to change plugs and
magneto - still passed Moss who had the one off day of his whole career in this
race.

6/8/61 - German GP, Nurburgring - non Championship event, t-car used by both
Graham Hill and Tony Brooks - engine 5/61 - gearbox ‘27/10'.

3/9/61 - Modena GP, Italy - non Championship event - Graham Hill drove -
engine ‘4/61' - gearbox ‘27/10° - No 62 -q4 (row 2) - f7th - 99 laps of 100 lap race
round the Modena aeroautodromo.

10/9/61 - Italian GP - Monza - Graham Hill - engine ‘4/61" throughout practice,
changed to race engine ‘5/61' - gearbox ‘27/10"' - No. 24 - g5 (row 3) - retired
after 10 laps of the 43 lap race - engine dropped a valve.

23/9/61 - Oulton Park Gold Cup, non Championship event - Graham Hill drove
with engine '4/61' which was Climax No; '1214' - gearbox 27/10 - No.B - g3 -
(front row) - retired after 38 laps of 60 lap race - broke number 2 valve tappet,
valve struck and collapsed piston, engine broke up internally - GRAHAM HILL
was leading the race.

8/10/61 - USA GP, Watkins Glen - Graham Hill - engine 7/61 which was Climax
No. FPF430/1233 - gearbox 27/10 - No.4 - q.2 (front row) - finished 5™ - 99 laps
of 100 lap race after a bearing cap screw came loose.



In the winter of 1961-62 - Wilkie Wilkinson of BRM had been taken off the race
team and had been charged with finding private customers to buy 1.5 litre V8
Formula 1 machinery, to help defray the costs of running the Works Team and
building the new muilti cylinder engines.

British hill climb Champion Tony Marsh had been hill climbing and circuit racing
a 1960 BRM P48 '484' during the previous season, and Wilkie talked him into
having the new prototype V8 engine '5601" in the ex-works lightweight chassis
‘573" with which to tackle 1962 Formula 1 events as a works supported private
owner.

Marsh made his race debut in the rebuilt car as follows:

1/4/62 Brussels GP, Heysel, Belgium - non Champlonship F1 race - engine V8
prototype '5601' on Weber carburettors - No.14 - g5 on row 2 for heat one of the
event - finished 4™ - 22 laps - winner Graham Hill in '56781" Old Faithful works
car, Moss in Lotus 21 - Climax V8 and Mairesse in the works Sharknose Ferrari
156 V6.

Same day - Marsh disqualified for a push start from Heat 2. Self starters failed
on both BRM's and Graham Hill - first heat winner - similarly disqualified.

23/4/62 - Pau GP France - non Championship event - engine ‘5601’ V8 again -
Marsh - No.20 - g8 on row 3 - finished 4™ behind Trintignant's winning Walker
Lotus. Very unhappy with the performance of the car and cracks appearing in
engine rear diaphragm casting supporting gearbox.

28/4/62 - Aintree 200, Liverpool, UK, - Marsh - engine 'S601' VB - No.15, q10
(row 4) - retired after 6 laps with oil leak.

12/5/62 - BRDC International Trophy, Silverstone, UK - Marsh - engine ‘5601
V8 - No.3 - q11 (row3) - finished 7" 51 laps, slightly more happy with the car -
not a bad result for a privateer in a year old machine.

July 2004 - Goodwood Festival of Speed, Damon Hill races his
father’s old car.
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